


 

The One Where 
The Students Came Back

Clearly, Jess Mitchell is stoked
about being an OWL once

again. Let's ROCK!!

Skyler Gold and Mary Glaister were
clearly happy to be back.

 
"I was so happy to see all my friends and

teachers again after summer break!"
- Madi Canaan (not pictured)

Haley Casas displays her best
quality on the first day of

school. What a great smile.

The first day back at Live Oak Academy is always a fun time. The excitement is tangible.



 

The One Where The
Teachers Paint Works of Art

Mrs. Sparrow & Mrs. Jennings stylin'
and profilin'.

 
"It's funny how each of us ended up

painting a little bit of ourselves into our
creations."

- Jana Jennings

"I never realized how
untalented I was until I tried
painting with my coworkers.
I'm lucky for this fun team."

- Mrs. Sparrow

Mrs. Noren and Mrs.
Rosenbaum really putting

their artistic flair on display.
Look what a great time

Rosenbaum is having, y'all!

The teachers all got together for a little team building at Painting With A Twist.
We all painted an owl together. What a great time. Our staff is simply the best.



 

The One Where They Went
to the Austin Film Festival

Students attended a
Blumhouse Productions horror
movie and then participated in

a Q&A after the screening.

On the way to a panel, the
group stopped under the bridge

to take a quick picture. 

Jones was surprised to see a former
student on the screen playing a
featured role in one of the short

films the group attended.

 
"Wait a minute. That guy was my Theatre

Arts student!" - Jones (to Romo)

Each year, Jones (he prefers to ditch the "Mr.") takes a small group of students
to the Austin Film Festival. Students see movie screenings, participate in

discussions and Q&A sessions, and much more. It's always quite enriching.



 

"The Austin Film Festival was
great and let us explore around
the city as we went from event

to event!" - David Joy

 
(That's John Denver's actual tour bus

that he designed with Jacques
Cousteau, y'all!)

David "The Cat Whisperer" Joy
makes friends with a

shopkeeper's cat. 
Aw gee, David!!

Alisha Hudson speaks with
Blumhouse film director and

cast about starting a career in
the film industry. 

The One Where They Went
to the Austin Film Festival



 

The One Where They Went 
To The College Fair

Students ask questions and get
information about college and

other careers at different
stations in the HHS gym. 

"I got to explore different
college options." 

- Madison Kane (not pictured)

Levi Lutrick, in a rare moment
of relative solemnity, seizes
the opportunity to do a little

Q&A with an expert.

T

Each year LOA students have several opportunities to gather information about different colleges,
universities, the military and other careers. This was one such time.



 

"Everyone can have fun together
even if you don’t know them."

- Stephanie Cubas-Palafox
 

(4th from the right, if you count the T-Rex.)

Jess Mitchell hangs 
with a T-Rex.

 
"Halloween was super fun. I had such a
great time being dressed up at school

and seeing everybody else."
- Katelyn Mueller (not pictured)

Lauren Rodriguez and Makinley
Swain pose for the annual

Halloween pic sesh.

 
(Note Mrs. Jennings on the shoulder.

Even when she's not in the picture, she's
in the picture.)

The One Where They Wore 
The Costumes

Halloween is always a fun time on the Live Oak Academy campus. Who's the T-Rex running
around wreaking havoc all over campus?!?



 

The One Where They
Went Fishing

Avery Borrel, Gilbert Matamoros,
and Kaylee Ginn getting some

hang time on the fishing trip. (It
remains unclear whether or not

they caught anything.)

Students spent the afternoon
scattered around the Plum

Creek Pond trying to land one. 

 
"If you don't catch the biggest fish,

make up the biggest lie." 
- Ancient Fisherman's Wisdom

LOA students pose as
fishermen. 

(Who do you think actually
fishes on their own?)

 

Each year Mr. Romo takes a group of his Outdoor Adventure class students on a fishing
trip where they get to put the skills they learned into practice. 



 

Haley Casas sure bagged a big
one!! This just might be the

hardest she worked all year!!
(J/K Haley.)

There's something "fishy" about this
picture (pun intended). Are

fishermen supposed to look as cool
as Ethan Pamplona does here?

Kylee Nemetz and Hailey
Cordero. As you can see, they go

fishing regularly.

The One Where They
Went Fishing



 

The One Where They Went 
To The Wildlife Museum

Whatever Isaiah Saucedo is
doing, he's makin' it look good!

Check the boots, y'all!

Left to right: Ethan Pamplona,
Charity Furlow, Haley Casas, and A.J.
Adame chillin' with a lot of animals

that have seen better days.

Robin Hood and A.J. Adame
robbing the rich to feed the poor.

Oh wait, that's Romo...

Before going inside the museum, Mr. Romo's Outdoor Adventure class spent the day
outside playing golf, doing archery, and much more. (Romo's sure a busy beaver, ain't he?)



 

Actual quote from Haley Casas:
 

"You mean we could've been in here
where it's air conditioned? THE WHOLE

TIME?!?" (Okay, she didn't really say
that. But she was thinking it!!)

Kylee Nemetz and Hailey
Cordero make the Tiger King
proud by looking every bit as

cool as that big cat
underneath.

Romo and the crew pose with
Haley's slain velociraptor. 

 
"I think we killed it, y'all!" -

Anonymous

The One Where They Went
To The Wildlife Museum

Then later on, inside the museum...



 

The One With All 
The Turkeys

"It was really good getting to
wind down with my friends

with a good meal!" - David Joy

"It's always fun getting to
celebrate Friendsgiving before
we leave for break, especially

when the entire hallway breaks
out in song!" - Madi Canaan

(not pictured)

Left to right:
Mr. Borrel, Zoey Methvin, Avery Borrel,

and Kaylee Ginn enjoy each other's
company and a delicious meal.

Each year, LOA students and staff have the unique privilege of being of being able to sit
down together and enjoy a terrific catered Thanksgiving meal. (Sorry turkeys.)



The One With 
The Prank

 

The LOA OWL made a special
appearance. He was definitely

On-Time and a Leader, but
we'll leave it to you do decide

how Wise this prank was.

That's Kiera Morgan and Abigail
Record next to Mr. Agnew. It's
rumored that Alisha Hudson is

pictured here in an owl suit, but
that's a real owl folks. He lives in

the tree out front of LOA. 

You know they like you on the LOA
campus when they cover your

room/office in Post-It Notes. (Well,
that or pictures of Nicholas Cage.)

If you've been at Live Oak Academy for more than ten minutes, you know that Post-It Notes
get used for a lot more than simple reminders. Some students got together and pulled this

senior prank on our beloved leader, Principal Doug Agnew.



TO BE CONTINUED... 

The One With The
Global Pandemic

We were all sad to have to abruptly and unexpectedly say goodbye, but you play the hand
you're dealt, right? This picture was actually taken in the B.C. (Before Corona) era of LOA,

believe it or not. Funny how that worked out.



The One Where 
Everything Got Cancelled

For the safety of our students, a number of events had to be cancelled. Although it's
unfortunate, it makes for a better story than the alternative, right?



 

The One With 
The LOA Staff

Amber Ball
Special Ed Teacher

Brett Coats
Social Studies Teacher

Doug Agnew
Principal

Jay Araujo
Math Teacher

Natasha Banks
Custodian 

Gwen Crowe
Science Teacher

Although we're small, it's hard to beat the staff of Live Oak Academy. We all love our jobs,
we DEFINITELY love our students, and we hang together all the time. Here are our staff pics

from 2020.



 

Jennifer Hughes
Math Teacher

Shawna Mayerson
English Teacher &

Instructional Coach

Lance B. Jones
English Teacher

Jana Jennings
Registrar / Secretary

(The Face of LOA)

Angie Deleon
Custodian

Christy Giordano
English Teacher

Alex Gloria
Library Technician

Jim DeChick
Assistant Principal

Amber Leonard
Special Education Aide



 

name

Rossitza Orozova
Phoenix / Edge Lab

Teacher

Gaston Romero
Spanish Teacher

Diana Rosenbaum
Nurse

Natividad Romo
Science Teacher

Michelle Sparrow
C.T.E. & Electives Teacher

Ann Ybarbo
Counselor

Rick Olsen
C.T.E. Teacher

Kim Noren
Edge Lab Aide

Cheryl
Moczygemba

Secretary



 

Federico Aguilar

Alejandro
Adame

Theo Adams Emerald Aguero Noel Aguilar-
Hernandez Jr.

Carlos Aguilera Tyson Aguirre II Christopher
Alexander

The One With  
All The Students

And now, without further adieu, here they are, the ones who dared to step out 
and try something different. Ladies and gentlemen, here are your 

2019-20 Live Oak Academy OWLS!! 



 

Ashton Allen Maria Amador-
Amador

Nicholas Arce Alexis Arevalo
Ruiz

Logan Burson

Ariel Banuelos Ryan Bennett Savannah
Berumen

Avery Borrel

Madison
Canaan

Haley Casas Jason Castillo-
Torres



 

Marcelino
Castillo

Armando
Cazares

Julian Cisneros Genesis Collazo
Lopez

Jesika Correa

Juan Carlos
Contreras Cuevas

Azael Contreras Ryan Contreras Hailey Cordero

Joshua Cortez Sidney Criddle Cassily Crumley



 

Angel Deleon Paloma Diaz Morgan Dulany Dorian Dykes

Peyton Faulks

Makaela
Epperson

Isaac Espinoza Cassandra
Estrada

Aubrey Farrell

Jessica Flores
Moreno

Asia Flores Jenevieve Flores



 

Makensey Flores Monique Flores Charity Furlow Alexa Galicia

Aidan Garza

Annalisa Garcia-
Guerrero

Leonardo
Garcia-Pina

Marissa Garcia Sidney Garcia

Shea Gault Azalea Gauna Kaylee Ginn



 

Mary Glaister Skyler Gold Brayan Gomez
Martinez

Chance Gomez

Caitlin Gonzalez

Joshua Gomez Leela Gomez Elisabeth
Gonzales

Jose Gonzales

Jesus Gonzalez Noelia
Guardiola

Breanna
Guerrero



 

Andre Gutierrez Armando
Gutierrez

Gavin
Guzauskas

Carter Hearon

Halle Hoskins

Amoret Heredia Elizabeth
Hernandez Bonilla

Rene Hernandez
Sanchez

Lorena
Hernandez

Dayton
Houseton

Alisha Hudson Caleb Jones



 

David Joy Samantha
Kasson

Alexander
Keenan

Maya Liles

Carlos
Maldonado

Janis Lopez
Martinez

Monique Luna Amber
Machado

Luke Maddox

Leslie Mancera Maria Martinez
Castillo

Marcos
Martinez Palacio



 

Leonardo Martinez-
Betancourt

Bernardo
Martinez

Edwin Martinez Gilbert
Matamoros

Jessica Mitchell

Michael
Matamoros

Devyn McCord Zoey Methvin Benjamin
Minniti

Josiel
Mondragon

Nathan Moore Kiera Morgan



 

Skyler Morrow Katelyn Mueller Logan Nelson Kylee Nemetz

Joseph
O'Connor

Jeremy Neuweg Josue Nolasco-
Campuzano

Logan Noren Grace Norman

Skyler Olvera Danna Ornelas
Villa

Trey Palomo



 

Ethan Pamplona Landen Pena Dalton
Pennington

Akamie Penson

Curtis Pittman

Aaliyah Perez Jenifer Perez Brian Pesina Jacqueline Pina

Kayla Poag Ruie Quigley Jacqueline
Ramires-Salvador



 

Leah Ramirez Isabella Ramos Jocelyn Ramos Marcus Rangel

Kathrerine
Rollins

Abigail Record Andres Reyes Efren Reyes Lauren
Rodriguez

Armando
Romero

Sergio Rosales Cassandra
Salazar



 

Merla Sanchez
Morales

Kevin Sanchez-
Gonzalez

Isaiah Saucedo Marcos Sesmas-
Guzman

Dakota Snyder

Zoe Sharkey Dewey Simpson Zachary Skarren Logan Smith

Carmen Swies Jacob TalleyChloe Swain



 

De'Necia Taylor Ashlee Tenorio Roberto Torres
Chacon

Daniel Trejo III

Jose Villarreal
Jimenez

Iliana Trejo Randy Valtierra Caroline Vick Daniel
Villanueva

Jennifer Villegas
Dominguez

Levi Voroshilin Travis White



 

Diaviana
Worthington



 

"We came into a
broken world. And
we're the cleanup

crew."
- Kanye West

"Follow my Twitter
account."

"Live your best
life."

"You only live
once, but if you

live right, once is
enough." - Danny

Duncan

The One With 
The Senior Quotes

Now it's time to see what words of wisdom our 2020 seniors would like to leave us with.
Get out your pens, folks. This is sure to be enriching.

"To live will be an
awfully big

adventure." 
- Peter Pan

"To the class
below me: Stay
here as long as

you can and
cherish every

moment."



 

"I proved everyone
wrong."

"I graduated in my
junior year."

"Grind now so
later your dogs
can have the

backyard they
deserve."

"Just because
there's a goalie,
doesn't mean 

 you can't score." 
- Jillian Dodd

"If you want to lift
yourself up, lift up

someone else."

"Work hard in
silence. Let your
success be your

noise."

"RIP Club Penguin.
You raised me when

my parents didn't
want to."

"The only way to
make sense out of

change is to
plunge into it,

move with it, and
join the dance." 

- Alan Watts



 

"Ravioli, ravioli, give
me the diplomioli."

"I'm glad that's
over."

"Never give up, even
if things get so

difficult."

"It is never too late
to be what you

might have been."

“There’s a lot of
beauty in ordinary

things. Isn’t that
kind of the point?” 

- Pam Beesly,
Season 9, “Finale”

"Two years left at
Hays? Live Oak,
one and done!!"

"Be who you are
and say what you

feel, because those
who mind don't

matter and those
who matter don't

mind."

"Proud of me."



 

"I'll figure something
out. I always do."

"Rockets 2021
NBA Champions"

"Funky Friday: It's
not only a hygiene
problem, it's a way

of life."

"Life is like a
sandwich: however

you flip it, bread
comes first."

"I got male pattern
baldness as a

thirteen year old
girl."

"Don't give up.
Great things take

time."

"The biggest risk is
not taking any risk."

"Music is always
there for you."



 

"This is what it looks
like."

"At the end of the
day, I don't depend
on NOBODY, cause
ain't no one gone

have ME like I have
MYSELF."

"Your dreams can
come true, only if

you are brave
enough to achieve

them."

"Let your smile
change the world,
but don't let the

world change your
smile."

"The future belongs
to those who
prepare for it

today."

"Oh we can beat
them, for ever and

ever. Then we
could be heroes,

just for one day." -
David Bowie

"Nobody's perfect,
but here I am."

"Master has given
Alisha a diploma.
Alisha is freeee."



 

"It feels so good to
be so young and

have this fun and be
successful."

"Beauty is in the
eye of the
beholder."

"I keep it 99 cause
sometimes I be

lying."

"High school was
harder than
crossing the

border."

"Cashing checks,
getting in wrecks,
and taking tests."

"Do your best and
never give up."

"Well, here we are. I
love y'all, and I'll see

you next time!"

"Some call it luck, I
call it dedication."



 

"Well that's not
something I wanna

do again."
"Keep on rollin."

"My name is Kylee
NOT Kaylee."

"You can't stand
backwards on

stairs."

"So you’re telling
me a shrimp fried

this rice?"

"You miss every
shot you don't

take."

"Welcome to the
cool school!"

"Life is whatever
you make it, so
make it count."



 

"No thoughts...,
head is empty...."

"It ain't easy bein'
wheezy."

"You can't swim on
the moon tonight

because we're
having lobster."

"Live as if you were
to die tomorrow,

and learn as if you
were to live

forever."

"It'll buff."
"Send robux to

roblox user
lovelysasaki."

"I never lose. Either I
win or I learn."

"It’s been one blur
of fun!"



 

"Take it one day at a
time. You will get

there."

“The only thing I
kept up was my
bank account.”

"I had a daughter
and I still

graduated."

"I made such a mess
in my life that it
turned into art."

"Keep on going!"

"Never lacking,
always staking."

"Que tus suenos
sean mas grandes

que los mios."
- Mom

"Looks like hell
froze over."



 

"I wonder what my
senior quote should

be?"

"I love Funky
Friday!"

"All our dreams can
come true if we

have the courage to
pursue them."

"Still Alive!"
- The Croods

"If I can’t scuba,
then what’s this all

been about?"
- Creed

"Live life to the
fullest because

nothing is
impossible."

"I believed I could,
so I did."

"Don't stop
thinking about the
future. It'll be here

soon."



 

"Be gay, do crime!"

"Bee's get honey
because they fly, but
you get more honey

being fly."

"If you obey all the
rules, you will miss

all the fun."

"I'm surprised you
graduated." 
- My Mom

"You miss 100% of
the shots you don't

take."



The One Where They 
Skipped Picture Day

Acosta, Jorge
Aguilera, Geovanna

Alegria, Michael
Alvarez-Serna, Luis

Arrellano, Faith
Arroyo, Kameron

Becerra Rodriguez, Marcus
Bell, Cayden

Bormann, Garrick
Briseno, Brandon

Bustos Gallardo, Jessica
Calvin, Jeremiah

Camacho Duran, Joel
Cano Lemus, Jose

Castillo Deleon, Eduardo
Castillo Nava, Luis 

Castillo, Kaylan 
Castrejon, Wendy 
Chovanec, Lilyen 

Christian, Madyson 
Cisneros, Zane 
Combs, Zachary
Concha, Cecilia

Crossland, Chase
Cubas-Palafox, Stephanie

Cueva, Antonio
Damron, Paige
Day, Gabrielle
Deleon, Rose

Diaz Hernandez, Alejandro
Dominguez, Joshua

Dunn, Imani
Eichen, Sydney

Enriquez, Clarrisa
Espinoza, Bernardo

Flores Guzman, Mauro
Flores, Agustin
Flores, Anner

Flores, Eduardo
Fornander, Beth Ann

Garcia Hernandez, Jazmin
Garcia, Dominique

Glasgow, Kylei
Gomez, Marrissa
Gonzalez Jr, Jesus

Gonzalez, Teresa
Gray, Cameron
Grifaldo, Natalie
Guillen, Angelo
Gutierrez, Jorge

Haehn, Jacob
Henriquez-Hernandez, Emerson

Hernandez Espino, Pamela
Hernandez Mercado, Eugenio

Hernandez-Nieto, Jennifer
Herrera, Esmeralda

Herrera, Martin
Hinkley, Allexis

Howe, Will
Jiles, Nathen

Juarez, Andrew
Kane, Madison
Kent, Ashton

Larroy Escobar, Michael
Llanos, David

Lopez-Armendariz, Jennifer
Lopez, Adelina
Lopez, Andrew

Lopez, Katherine
Loyola, Adolfo
Lutrick I, Levi

Maldonado, Graciela
Marcum, Jo'shawn

Martinez, Alejandro
Martinez, Alexia

Martinez, Manuel
Mayfield-Benitez, Taylor

McCarter, Madisyn
McCoy, Zane
Medrano, Mia

Mendoza, Clarise
Montano, Daphne
Montes, Zakayla
Moreno, Ignacio

Mott, Sarah
Mullins, Jacob

Navarro-Rodriguez, Giovanni
Olvera, Ray

Palacios, Vanessa
Perales, Regina

Persinger, Jackson
Pierce, Gavyn
Prieto, Shakira
Pringle, Peyton
Puga, Hayley

Quistian, Alexander
Ramirez, Adrian

Ramirez, Bridgette
Rangel Yanez, Miguel

Rendon, Shawn
Reyes III, Daniel

Reyes Landaverde, Edmond
Reyes-Martinez, Abraham

Robles, Maria
Rocha, Cyerra

Rocha, Michael
Rodriguez, Chelse
Rodriguez, David

Rodriguez, Julianna
Rodriguez, Sebastian

Ruedas, Brandon
Sanchez, Amairany

Sanchez, Jason
Sanchez, Steven
Sandoval, Abigail

Schmittou, Joseph
Sharp, Timothy
Shymkiw, Sean
Silva, Marcus
Silva, Missael
Speed, Ri'kala
Sublett, Riley

Swain, Makinley
Torres, Andrea

Torres, Raymond
Upchurch, Andraya

Urista Sanchez, Samuel
Vallejo, Merari

Vargas, Michael
Villanueva, Julian

Wells, Anna
White, Kamile

Wilson, Gwenivere
Zamora, Charles

Zamora, Nia
Zuniga Martinez, Samuel



The One With The 
Substitute of The Year

"Every time I have a
conversation with Mr.

Matthews, I walk away feeling
uplifted and encouraged.

When I see him in one of the
LOA classrooms, I can't help

but smile." - Jones

Mr. Matthews

"I love his passion for teaching
and always giving his all to the

students with the most
respect and love a teacher

should give!"
- Sydney Eichen

Mr. Matthews has gotten Substitute Teacher of the Year several times and with good
reason. He is a favorite with both the staff and the students on the LOA campus. He is
respected because he freely gives respect to all. We are pleased to announce that Mr.

Matthews is, once again, the Live Oak Academy Substitute Teacher of the Year.



The One With The
 Honor Grad

"Zoe is such a sweet girl to know.
She can always bring a smile to the

room without even trying. Gotta
love that girl." - Jess Mitchell

"I love her chillness.  Being around
Zoe makes me feel happy and

calm." - Mrs.  Sparrow

Zoe Elizabeth Sharkey

Every year LOA honors a student for excellence in academic achievement. This student has
worked hard for years and has earned our respect and admiration. And now, here she is,

the 2020 LOA Honor Grad!

"Zoe is one of the best students
I've ever had. She works hard,

thinks for herself, and takes care
of business. What more can a

teacher ask for?" - Jones



The One With The 
Teacher of The Year

Michelle Sparrow

"Always the kindest and most
understanding. What can't you

love about Mrs. Sparrow?!"
- Katelyn Mueller

"I loved how compassionate she was
towards all her students. Everyone

instantly felt welcomed and
comfortable in her room and she is a

delight to talk to." - Angelo Guillen

It is our annual tradition to honor one of our teachers who truly went above and
beyond. This year's T.O.Y. works tirelessly for our students and is a genuine pleasure to

be around. The Live Oak Academy Teacher of the Year is....



 
Best Personality:
Jessica Mitchell

Best Buds:
"The Gang"

Ashton, Levi & Riley

Best Sense 
of Humor:
David Joy

Best Dressed:
Mr.  Olsen

(or so we're told...)

The One Where They 
Were "The Best"

Another one of our annual traditions is to ask students to vote for the LOA student they
think is the "best" in several categories. Okay, here we go!

Best Eyes:
Madi Canaan

Best Hair:
Skyler Gold & Jones

 
"Man, I sure get tired of

winning all the time." - Jones

Best Smile:
Haley Casas

Best Flirt:
Alisha Hudson



 

...get caught skipping:
Madi Canaan

...become famous:
Dewey Simpson

...become an actor:
Logan Smith

...say something dumb:
Levi Lutrick

The One Where They
Were "Most Likely To..."

And we also get students to vote on the LOA student they think is "most likely" to say or do
a certain something. Some are flattering, some not-so-flattering. The votes are in and have

been tallied. These LOA students were voted most likely to...

...get caught sleeping:
Ethan Pamplona

...get married first:
Skyler Gold



The One Where
They Were Quarantined

 

"Quarantine prom
with family"

- Mia Medrano

"This is me and my
cat, Nola. She has

kept me from going
crazy being stuck at

home so much."
- Ruie Quigley

I am putting up a
certified “birds

aren’t real" poster.
- Madison Kane

"Homework with
the pups"

- Sydney Eichen

LOA students in the 2019-20 school year had to endure unprecedented circumstances.
Because of the COVID-19 global pandemic, the remainder of the school year, from Spring
Break on, was completed from home, in quarantine. Here are some photos of students

taking care of business from home at a safe distance.

"I’m riding the public
bus in Austin to have
some fun and walk
the city overnight."
- Jessica Mitchell

"I am at the
store."

- Anna Wells



 

"Heading to HEB.
(It's killing me to

NOT use my
reusable bags.)"

- Mrs.  Moczygemba

"Me in a mask.
AHHHH!!"

- Katelyn Mueller

"Going to HEB for
toilet paper."

- Stephanie Palafox

"Quarantine in the
woods!"

- Mr.  Agnew

"Suiting up before
I go to the store!"

- Mrs.  Hughes

"Being normal
during

quarantine."
- Mr.  Coats

It will probably come
as no surprise to
most that Jones
doesn't look that
much different in

quarantine.

"COVID ready!"
- Mrs.  Ybarbo



 

Lauren RodriguezJacqueline Pina

The One With 
The Student Art

 
Vox Humana

The Live Oak Academy student population contains some pretty incredible artistic talent.
This section of the yearbook is devoted to showcasing those talents. Vox Humana is, quite

simply, the sound of the human voice. Enjoy.



 

I Am.
By Morgan Dulaney
 
I am the joke.
I am the one.
Drunk in the streets,
Begging for your spare change.
 
I am the one 
Who got so rich
I had nothing to want.
I hung my hopes 
With gold rope.
 
I am the burnt out teen
The one always in the city,
Begging for a cigarette to kill 
My time.
Just go to school.
 
I am the old maid
Who, as lovely as she was,
Ended up alone.
 
I am the one who wished,
Declared a better day was on it’s way.
Looking to the sky each time
I needed that day to arise.
 
I am the joke.
I am the one
Drunk in these streets,
Begging for change.

Jess Mitchell

Madison Kane



 

Six Seconds 
By Devyn McCord
 
Six seconds ago 
Someone took their last breath
Seven seconds ago
Someone woke up for the first time
In eight seconds
Someone will make a decision
To turn right
To turn left
Nine seconds 
To realize you're in a car accident
To realize you're bleeding out
Eleven seconds 
You see the face of your son
Twelve seconds and you smell the beer
Thirty seconds 
You hear sirens 
Thirty-five seconds
You see them
Forty-two seconds 
You realize you can't feel your toes
You realize there is broken glass
A minute has passed and you're in the back of an ambulance 
You realize no one helped Charlie.



 

Elizabeth Hernandez
Bonilla

Charity Furlow

Monique Luna

Makinley Swain



 

Two Faced
By Kylee Nemetz
 
What a mendacious man.
Two faced.
Untruthful. 
My mind wondering,
no explanation. 
I trusted you. 
You left me to suffocate in the 
betrayal of your choking hands.
I screamed at you 
in silence. 
Your name. 
Your face. 
Your hands.
Knives coming toward my heart. 
You have shifted 
into a demon in 
my nightmare. Reached
 into my body, 
seizing my soul to
strip me of my self worth. 
I am numb, 
numb to the pain, 
numb to the thought of you. 
What a mendacious man you are. 
Two faced. 
Untruthful. 
I screamed at you 
in silence 
but you never cared to listen.

Jess Mitchell

Alexa Galicia



 
Disorder
By Levi Voroshilin 
 
Driven to be thin
I sit in silence 
Suffering with every bite, I
Only pick at the green
Regarding my weight and
Doomed with dizziness
Eating has become 
Restricting

Unknown

Elizabeth Hernandez
Bonilla

Madison Kane



 

Discomfort
By Zoe Sharkey
 
Don’t touch my waist when you need to pass me,
say excuse me.
Don’t comment on my clothing choices,
it’s my choice, not yours.
Don’t tell me I’m mature for my age,
cut the act and pick on someone your own size.
Don’t ask me, “Where’s my hug?”
I don’t know, maybe you left it where you left your sense of boundaries.
When I say stop? It means stop.
When I say no? It means no.
And by the way, leading a sentence with, 
“Not to be creepy…” 
only makes it creepier. 
 
But when you touch my waist, I freeze.
When you tell me my top is see through, I conceal myself
When you pretend to admire my “maturity,”
 I realize that’s just your way of manipulating me.
When you ask “Where’s my hug?” I obey
When I say stop and when I say no, I giggle 
 
I struggle to keep myself from giggling,
but I can’t help it -- I giggle when I get nervous
I feel this constant need to be polite 
Just smile and take it, eventually he’ll stop.
 
But he won’t stop. 
He will move onto the next pretty girl in sight,
and his behavior will only worsen.
 
We must learn to stop being nice.
We must condition ourselves to stop smiling, to stop giggling.
We have to sternly say “NO.” and “STOP.”
If society refuses to teach men what's okay and what's not,
We must learn how to put those fools on the spot.



These pots were created with a process
called "pinching" in Ms. Giordano's Art II
class. The pots were bisque fired, glazed,

and then fired again. 
 

(That's right. Gio brings twice the fire to her
Art classes!) 

 

Avery Borrel

Avery Borrel

Lauren Rodriguez

Avery's piece you see above was created in Mrs. Mayerson's Art class by assembling
pieces of rolled up strips of magazine paper. 

 
(Mayerson makes sure the kids get literature one way or another!)



 

Fear Of Failure
By Devyn McCord
 
Fear of failure, I am
Wish to be more, I do
Trying to succeed
Pushing against a semi
Slipping in the oil of past mistakes 
Looking to the sky
Wishing to fly away
 
Fear of Failure, I am
I ́m unable to love
Making me a monster 
Of the stories of old
Worse than Medusa
Better than Orpheus
 
Fear of Failure, I am
Dreaming to be the hero of my story
Turn around to face a villain
And find only a mirror
Then I wake 
Drenched in sweat
Lying in my lonely room 
 
Fear of Failure, I am
So scared that I must 
Succeed

Unknown

Emerald Aguirre



 

Learned Behaviors
By Levi Voroshilin 
 
I’ve learned to smile
To fight back tears and bite my tongue 
To sit on the couch, an aged loveseat  
And shut my mouth 
I’m not mad
I’m not mad
 
I’ve learned to smile 
To sniffle silently and grit my teeth 
To sit in the comfort of my bed
And let the tears cascade down my cheeks 
I’m not sad
I’m not sad 
 
I’ve learned to smile 
To force a grin against shallow breaths 
To sit at the table, my nails biting at my skin  
And pick at my plate without a word
I’m happy
I’m happy
I promise

Madi Canaan

Alexa Galicia

Charity Furlow




